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Directions and parking  

Despite our best efforts, it hasn’t proved possibly to obtain a dedicated event 
parking area close to assembly. As a result, parking will be spread over the areas 
detailed below which will be shared with other users of the Park. 
Please share transport wherever possible. Good points to meet up and combine 
many people into one vehicle before continuing to the event are: 
1. Suffolk Way car park in Sevenoaks. Post code TN13 1LW 

This has plenty of parking (free on Sundays), public toilets at the neighbouring 
bus station, and is also within walking distance (2km) of the event assembly area, 
passing Knole House and more toilets on route. 
From the car park it is about 10 minutes’ drive via Seal Hollow Road and Blackhall 
Lane to Godden Green (parking area 1 below) and another 5 minutes to Fawke 
Common. 

2. Witches Lane, Sevenoaks. Post code TN13 2AX 
This is situated off the A25 and not far from the M25/A21 junction west of 
Sevenoaks. It has plenty of roadside parking and is regularly used by Saxons for 
away day trips such as the midweek Military League events. 
From here it is about 15 minutes’ drive via Seal to Godden Green. 

 
Parking: 
1. Godden Green. Post code TN15 0JJ. 

Park on the roadside opposite the Bucks Head public house. There will be room 
for up to 15 cars here and it is about a 1km taped walk to assembly. Follow the 
footpath to the north of the pub (signed Old Stables) and turn left onto Back 
Lane. Turn right and head downhill to cross between two fields before entering 
the Park. Assembly is up the hill directly ahead of you. 
As the closest parking, please leave this area for those transporting the 10 pre-
entered junior teams and others who may require it. It is also a good point to 
drop off all the passengers you brought with you. 

2. Roadside parking near the junction of Fawke Common and Fawke Wood road. 
Nearest post code TN15 0SR. 
There is space here for 20 to 30 cars, depending upon how many members of the 
public are already out and about. Please leave plenty of space around the gate to 
the Park for exit and entry.  



From here it is up to 2km to assembly, following a taped route across Fawke 
Common to Park Lane. After about 200 metres of walking along the roadside 
verge, take a track to the left. Turn left again where this joins the lane from 
Godden Green. This route is mandatory on the way to assembly. The area of 
Knole Park adjacent to this parking is part of the competition area. 
 

For either of the above, if approaching from the north, east or west, follow the A25 
to Seal and follow the O signs south along Park Lane.  
If approaching from the south, take the A225 towards Sevenoaks and turn sharp 
right onto St. Julian Road. This will bring you to Fawke Common. 

 
                          

                       Route from Godden Green 

and from Fawke Common 
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3. Suffolk Way car park in Sevenoaks. Post code TN13 1LW 
THIS IS THE BEST OPTION FOR A GUARANTEED PARKING SPACE. Parking at areas 
1 and 2 is very limited. The yellow line on the map below marks the walking 
route from the car park to assembly. The initial footpath is accessed from the 
farthest corner of the car park. 
This has plenty of parking (free on Sundays), public toilets at the neighbouring 
bus station, and is within walking distance (2km) of the event assembly area, 
passing Knole House and more toilets on route. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Knole Park National Trust car park. Entry from Sevenoaks High Street, nearest 
post code TN13 1HU. Parking fee is £4. From here it is about 1km to assembly 
across the park. Note: the car park doesn’t open until 10:00 on Sundays. 
 

Public Transport  
The nearest station is Sevenoaks which is 1.2 km from the western side of the Park, 
accessed via the Suffolk Way car park. It is then a 2 km walk across the Park, passing 
Knole House, to assembly. 
To cycle from the station to Godden Green is approximately 5km via Seal Hollow 
Road and Blackhall Lane. 
 

Sketch map showing parking areas (in yellow or marked NT) and routes to assembly (marked as A). 



 

 

Assembly area Assembly is in the eastern part of the Park. Sketch plan below:  



M – Map issue  
E – Enquiries 
D- Download 
PS – Pre-start 
H – Handover 
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Enquiries/EOD Bibs for pre-registered teams can be collected from enquiries. 

These will be coloured red for 1st leg, white for 2nd leg and blue for 3rd leg. 
 
 
Relay pre entry Pre entries close on Sunday 15th May. 

Team declarations will be possible on Fabian4 in the week leading up to the event. 
These will close on Thursday at 18:00. Any changes required after teams have been 
declared can be made on the day of the event at enquiries between 09:45 and 10:30. 

 
Entry on the day A very limited number of extra maps will be printed for late entries.  

Entry fees on the day will be £9 per senior team member and £4 per junior. 
Handicap team score must be no more than 46 according to the table below 
Junior M/W18 or less and team score no more than 35 

Sex 10 12 14 16 18 20 21 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 

M 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 19 18 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 

W 8 9 10 11 12 13 15 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 

 
If there are spare maps left after the relay mass start, it may be possible for 
individuals who are not part of a team to run one of the courses. Entry fees will be as 
above. 

Toilets & Knole 

House 



Facilities  Unfortunately, due to the terms of our access agreement with Knole Estates, no 
Club tents are allowed. 
Public toilets are situated close to the western end of Knole House. These are about 
1 km from assembly. Please keep to paths and take care when crossing the golf 
course. 
There are also a variety of catering units in the same area, serving drinks, snacks and 
meals. 
Knole House is worth a visit after your run. There is limited opening at the moment 
to ongoing refurbishment of large parts of the house but entry prices are reduced as 
a result and of course it is free to National Trust members. 
 
There will be a cake sale at assembly. Katy Howes is raising funds for a charity walk 
up Kilimanjaro. Please support her efforts. 

 
Map and Terrain   

1:10,000, 5m contours updated regularly over the last few years as the high deer 
fences erected around areas re-planted after the 1987 storm have gradually been 
removed.  
Knole Park is a medieval deer park populated with Dama Dama Dama, the European 

Fallow Deer, and the vegetation mix reflects their browsing habits. The park has an 

extensive track, path and ride network with areas of close cropped grass and rough 

ground, often bracken dominated. Much of the woodland was severely damaged in 

the 1987 storm and replanted. These areas have now had the protective deer fences 

removed. The woodland includes a small area of mature conifer, mature broadleaf, 

rough open with scattered trees, small circular areas of young trees where deer 

fences have been removed and extensive areas of young trees. With the exception 

of some bracken there is a very clean forest floor with little to slow runners. Taller 

runners may notice some lower branches! 

Single tree guards (small fenced enclosures) are not mapped. 

Hides are not mapped. 
 

Special map symbols: 
               Distinctive tree 

 
Planner’s comments  

Knole Park is a frequently used area, usually using the west of the map. I rejected 
using this part of the map for a number of reasons – overfamiliarity, constraints 
posed by being unable to cross the entrance road and golf course when the start & 
finish need to be at the same place & the steep sided main valley with much 
bracken. The area available in the north of the park was too small for a green course 
without twice crossing the golf course on long dead runs. This left the south east side 
of the park which has sufficient paths for a yellow course and room for a green 
course. 

 



Seasonal bracken – the green striped overprint has been left on the map. The cold 

spring has delayed new bracken growth but it is now growing daily. The screen 

should not be relied on for navigation. In some places there is a thick mat of dead 

bracken while in others not much is to be seen. Courses have been planned to avoid 

the worst areas. 

Distinctive trees- generally these are large veteran trees but there is some 

inconsistency in which have been mapped in different areas. Where they have been 

used as controls it should be clear which the mapped tree is once you are in the 

circle. 

Knolls – many of the mapped knolls are associated with 1987 storm rootstocks, often 

with a depression left by the root plate. Most of these are well rotted but some are 

still prominent. 

Golf course – OUT OF BOUNDS and shown by OOB red screen. One leg on the yellow 

course follows a path next to the golf course. If anyone else finds themselves next to 

the course then they are not on the best route. 

Short Blue – The short blue course has been planned with a spectator control about 

a kilometre from the finish and will have a two sided map. 

Gaffeling – The green and short blue courses have control clusters. Check the 

descriptions and code numbers before you dib. You have been warned. 

Control descriptions  
Control descriptions will be on the front of the map only. Text for yellow (and 
orange) courses. Pictorial for green and short blue. 

 
Electronic punching SI on all courses. Pre-hired dibbers will be available for collection at 

enquiries on the day. 
Should any SI unit on the course fail to function, please continue with your course 
and report the issue at Download. 

 
Course details    

Open   Short Blue / Green / Short Blue 
Women’s open Short Blue / Green / Short Blue 
Junior   Yellow / Orange / Yellow 
Handicap*  Short Blue / Green / Orange 

 
* Leg order on the Handicap class will be assigned in a random sequence and will be 
available to view on Fabian4 ahead of the event. 

 
Courses (subject to final controlling) 

COURSE DISTANCE / KM CLIMB / M CONTROLS 

Yellow 2.1 20 8 

Orange 2.9 40 10 



Green 4.3 70 12 

Short Blue 5.2 90 16 

 
  Courses close at 14:00. 
Start times     Mass starts 10:30 Open and Women’s open 
   10:35 Junior 
   10:40 Handicap 
 

Call up and map issue will be 10 minutes before the above start times. 
 

For first leg runners, a timed mass start will be used. For 2nd and 3rd leg runners, your 
time starts from when the previous runner in your team punches the finish box. 
Consequently, there will be no start box to be punched (with the possible exception 
of any mini mass start). 

 
Handover and finish  

After punching the final control, run towards assembly where two lanes will lead to 
the handover and finish area. 1st and 2nd leg runners should stay to the right, 
handover to their outgoing runner and turn left to punch the finish control. 
 
3rd leg runners should bear left to the finish control. There will be finish line on the 
ground before the control. In the event of two teams finishing together, the first to 
cross the finish line will be placed ahead of the other team. 
 
All competitors must punch the finish – don’t forget. 
 
You must visit download, even if you retire. 
 
Maps will be collected at Download. These will be sorted by Club and will be 
available for collection after the last start. 

 
Spectator control  

The short blue course has a spectator control about 1km before the end of the 
course. This is located on the edge of the forest adjacent to assembly. You will 
approach this from the same direction as runners heading to the finish. Please 
remember to punch the control before heading back out into the terrain to complete 
your course. 

 
Mini mass start  There will be a mini mass start at 12:30 for any remaining runners. 
 
Prize giving  

This will take place at 14:00 (approx.). Medals will be presented to the first three 
teams in each class. Trophies will be presented to the winning teams in each 
competition: Open, Women’s open, Handicap, Junior. 

 Can last year’s winners please remember to bring the trophies on the day.  
There is one change in the eligibility rules since the initial info was published. A 
change has been made by SEOA to state that all members of a team have to be 
members of the relevant Club and also of SEOA. 



 
Safety All competitors travelling alone are advised to leave something of value that they 

will not forget at enquiries, e.g. car keys, together with name, club and emergency 
contact details. All competitors are advised to carry a whistle. In the event of 
extreme weather, cagoules may be compulsory and this will be advertised on the 
SAX website and at assembly. Please come prepared. 

 All courses cross access roads within the Park. These are used by residents as well as 
Estate staff vehicles which are generally slow moving. Please be aware that you may 
encounter vehicles moving through the Park whilst on your course. 

 A Club first aider will be in attendance at assembly. 
The nearest A&E is Tunbridge Wells Hospital, Tonbridge Road, Pembury, TN2 4QJ. 
This is 9.3 miles from Godden Green. 
There is also a Minor Injuries Unit at Sevenoaks Hospital, Hospital Road, TN13 3PG. 
This is to the north of Sevenoaks town centre and is less than 2 miles from assembly. 
Maps showing both locations will be available at enquiries. 

 
Competition area  

Knole Park is very popular with members of the public, especially in fine weather. 
There are likely to be walkers, dogs, cyclists and horses in the park as well as the 
resident population of deer. Please take care around all of these. 
Knole Park golf course also runs through the Park. Courses are planned not to cross 
any part of the course which will be marked as Out of Bounds on competition maps. 
Some of the courses, including the junior relay, pass alongside part of the course. 
Please do not stray onto the course and be courteous to golfers and all other park 
users. 

 
Acknowledgment 
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Officials  

Organiser:  Alan Hickling 0790 4776187     alan-hickling@hotmail.co.uk 
Planner: Simon Greenwood 
Controller: Neil Speers (DFOK) 

 
Event cancellation or postponement 

In the unlikely event of cancellation or postponement, a notice will be posted on our 
website: www.saxons-oc.org 
SAX reserve the right to retain enough of the entry fees to cover any costs incurred. 

 
 

All competitors take part in this event at their own risk 
and are responsible for their own safety. 

mailto:alan-hickling@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.saxons-oc.org/

